[Cardiac memory in patients with permanent artificial pacemakers].
To correlate the direction of QRS complex of paced beats and postpacing T wave, in patients with artificial pacemaker. Thirty five patients with spontaneous rhythm obtained by chest wall stimulation or by programmability of the automatic interval. It was correlated in all patients, the direction forces of QRS complexes of paced beats and postpacing T waves in all 12 ECG leads. It was considered as a cardiac memory phenomenon when QRS complexes of paced beats and postpacing T waves had the same polarity. The phenomenon was correlated with the 12 ECG leads and with specific variables like spontaneous rhythm, QRS complex duration, type and modality of artificial stimulation and chronicity of the implant. The artificial QRS complexes and spontaneous T waves had the same direction in 5 or more leads of the frontal plane in 77% of the patients and in 50% of the patients in the horizontal plane. In patients with supraventricular command, this correlation was found in 82% of the patients and in 50% of the patients with idioventricular rhythm. Regardless of the type of spontaneous command, the phenomenon was better observed with normal intraventricular conduction. It was not found correlation between type, modality of stimulation and chronicity of the implant and cardiac memory. It was better observed in aVF, D2, D3 and V3, V4. The phenomenon of cardiac memory in patients with artificial pacemaker is very frequent. The most important factor to develop the phenomenon seem to be a normal pattern of ventricular activation.